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SUBJECT: DUTCH PROPOSAL TO REFORM EC FINANCE COUNCIL MEETINGS 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 4519 

1. SUMMARY: DUTCH FINANCE MINISTER DUISENBERG WANTS TO 
REDUCE THE FREQUENCY AND TO IMPROVE THE PREPARATION OF EC 
FINANCE COUNCIL MEETINGS. PERM DELS AND THE COMMISSION AGREE 
THAT THERE IS ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT. THESE SUGGESTIONS, 
HOWEVER, ARE NOT LIKELY TO TACKLE THE FUNDAMENTAL SHORT- 
COMINGS OF THE COUNCIL. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT THE MAY 20 FINANCE COUNCIL MEETING, DUTCH FINANCE 
MINISTER DUISENBERG COMPLAINED THAT THE COUNCIL MEETINGS 
WERE NOT ADEQUATELY PREPARED AND THAT THE COMMITTEE OF 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES (COREPER) WAS NOT SUFFICIENTLY 
INVOLVED IN THE PREPARATIONS. THE COUNCIL S ADVISORY COM 
MITTEES WERE ALSO FAILING TO KEEP COREPER INFORMED OF 
THEIR ACTIVITIES. DUISENBERG ADDED THAT THE MINISTERS' 

INFORMAL LUNCHEON SHOULD NOT SUPPLANT THE COUNCIL'S 
DECISON MAKING RESPONSIBILITY. WHILE HE FAVORS 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 EC BRU 04983 041841Z 

CONTINUING THE MONTHLY LUNCHEONS, DUISENBERG WANTS TO 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


REDUCE THE FREQUENCY OF THE COUNCIL'S MEETING AND TO 
INCLUDE THE CHARIMAN OF COREPER IN THE LUNCHEONS. 
DUISENBERG IS INCORPORATING HIS VIEWS IN A MEMORANDUM 
WHICH THE COUNCIL WILL CONSIDER AT ONE OF ITS NEXT 
MEETINGS. 

3. PERM DEL SOURCES GENERALLY SUPPORT THE DUTCH PRO- 
POSALS. THEY INDICATE THAT SEVERAL OF THE RECENT 
MEETINGS HAVE BEEN FARCES AND ALL THE SUBSTANTIVE 
DISCUSSIONS HAVE BEEN AT LUNCH. PERM DEL OFFICIALS 
BELIEVE THE LUNCHEONS ARE USEFUL BECAUSE THEY PROMOTE 
AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AND INFORMALITY THAT ARE NECESSARY 
TO COORDINATE EC FINANCIAL POLICY. THE LUNCHEONS 

COULD BE HELD, HOWEVER, AT THE CONVENIENCE OF THE 
MINISTERS AT A TIME WHEN THEY ARE MEETING IN SOME 
OTHER FORUM. COMMISSION OFFICIALS ALSO AGREE THAT 
MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETINGS DO NOT ALLOW SUFFICIENT TIME 
FOR ADEQUATE PREPARATION. 

4. COMMENT: COREPER MAY HAVE THE MANDATE TO PREPARE 
THE COUNCIL MEETINGS BUT THIS IS NOT LIKELY TO OVER- 
COME THE RELUCTANCE OF THE FINANCE MINISTRIES AND 
CENTRAL BANKS TO HAVE THE COREPER DELVE DEEPLY INTO 
THEIR AFFAIRS. THESE COMPLAINTS REFLECT CONCERN 
OVER THE INABILITY OF THE FINANCE MINISTERS TO COME 
TO GRIPS WITH THE BASIC FINANCIAL ISSUES FACING THE 
COMMUNITY. THE REAL ISSUE IS HOW TO ENCOURAGE THE 
MEMBER STATES TO TACKLE THE VITAL ISSUES FACING THE 
COMMUNITY. PROCEDURAL SUGGESTIONS DO NOT COME TO 

GRIPS WITH THIS FUNDAMENTAL ISSUE. END COMMENT. GREENWALD 
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